Name ________________________________  Date ________________  Period ____

 Food Chains and Webs

1. Most important relationships between living organisms is based upon their need for _______________.

2. What is photosynthesis?

3. ___________________ are the basis of all ecosystems.

4. What is a producer?

5. Organisms that cannot make their own food and must depend on producers are called _________________.

6. Describe the following types of consumers:


a) herbivore-


b) carnivore –


c) omnivore – 

7. What is a decomposer?

8. Is a decomposer a consumer?

9. What are some examples of decomposers?

10. Decomposers are important because they _________________ nutrients.

11. What is a food chain?

12. An organism’s role or job in the ecosystem is called it’s ___________.

13. What is a scavenger?

14. What is a parasite?

15. Since herbivores are the first consumer in a food chain, they are referred to as the ________________ consumer.

16. The second consumer in a food chain is called the ______________ consumer.

17. In a food chain, ___________ are used to show what eats what.  The arrow always points toward the ______________.

18. What is a food web?

19. Why is a complex food web more stable than a simple one?
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20. From the diagram above, give and example of:


a) producer:


b) primary consumer:


c) secondary consumer:


d) tertiary consumer:

algae





phytoplankton





crawfish





mayfly nymph





pickerel





heron





insect








