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Looking at Organism Diversity

Part I (before notes)
Using the cards given, make several different groups of cards. Then use the groups to answer the questions below:

1. How many groups did you make?

2. Give a descriptive name to each group and then describe its characteristics (why you put them in the same group). Which cards did you place in each group? (see letters on cards)

	Group Name
	Characteristics
	Cards in Group

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


4. Which cards were difficult to group?  Why?

5. Why is it important to group things?  

6. Give an example of grouping that you do in everyday life.

 Part II (after notes)
7.  What are the seven level of classification used today?  Who developed this system?

8. Scientists group organisms into six different kingdoms. Use the chart to list the name of each kingdom and its major characteristics. Give an example of each.

	Kingdom Name
	Characteristics
	Example
	Cards in Group

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


9. Use the information in question 8 to determine the major characteristics that scientists use to classify organisms. 

10. Now that you know how scientists classify organisms, rearrange your groups accordingly.  Which cards are now in each Kingdom? Put your answer in the chart above.

